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DETAILED ACTION 


Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of Figs. 1 and claims 1-25 in the reply filed on 
7/28/2006 is acknowledged. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claims 1-25, it is noted that "a structure" (i.e., second occurrence in claim 1 and first 
line of claims 2-25) lack antecedence basis because "a structure" has already recited in line 1 of 
claims 1 such that "A system for a structure", please change "a structure" in second occurrence 
in claim 1, line 1 and line 1 of claims 2-25 to - - the structure - -. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 
CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 
showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 6-10, 13-20 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Gutierrez et al. (U.S. 2004/0233855 Al). 

Regarding claim 1, Gutierrez '855 discloses a system for a structure, said system for the 
structure comprising: 

a server including a first wireless communication port (i.e., see Fig. 5 and 8; noted the 
NC as shown in Fig. 5 and further discussed in paragraphs 0045+); 

a portable fob including a second wireless communication port (i.e., noted the element 
ND as shown in Fig. 5), a user input device and a display (i.e., as discussed in paragraphs 0044 
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and 0046 that the ND device can be PDA device which contains a user interface/input and a 
display); and 

a plurality of sensors (i.e., as shown in Figs. 5 and further discussed in paragraphs 0046 
and 0165-0168 that the ND devices can be a plurality of sensors such as motion sensors or 
temperatures sensors), each of said sensors sensing information and including a third wireless 
communication port (i.e., as shown in Figs. 5 and 7; the ND devices contain RF transceiver 84 
for RF wireless communication), which sends said sensed information to the first wireless 
communication port of said server (i.e., as discussed in Examples 1-4 as recited paragraphs 
0165-0168, using a combination of sensors and LR-WPAN device, such as PDA device, with the 
network controller NC, the sensors ND devices can send the sensed information to the 
transceiver of the NC devices as shown in Figs. 5 and 8), said server (NC) sending said sensed 
information for at least one of said sensors (i.e., sensors ND) from the first wireless 
communication port of said server (i.e., noted the Transceiver of NC as shown in Fig. 8) to the 
second wireless communication port of said portable fob (i.e., as discussed in Examples 1-4 as 
recited paragraphs 0165-0168, using a combination of sensors and LR-WPAN device, such as 
PDA device, with the network controller NC, the PDA/fob device as shown in Fig. 7 is capable 
of receiving the sensed information from the transceiver of NC as shown in Figs. 5), said 
portable fob displaying said sensed information for at least one of said sensors at the display of 
said portable fob (i.e., as discussed in Examples 1-4 as recited paragraphs 0165-0168, LR- 
WPAN device, such as PDA device, is capable of displaying the sensed information received 
form the NC device respectively for the purpose of monitoring or sensing). 
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Regarding claim 2, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein the display of said portable fob 
includes a graphical capability (i.e., as discussed in paragraphs 0044-0046, the portable 
communication device can be a conventional PDA device which is has a capability of graphical 
display as recited in present claimed invention). 

Regarding claim 6, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein said sensors and said server employ 
bi-directional wireless communication links between said third wireless communication ports 
and said first wireless communication port (i.e., as shown in Fig. 5, the communication between 
the ND devices and NC device employ up/downstream wireless communication links as 
claimed); and wherein said sensors include a routing function in some of said sensors to 
communicate with said server through other ones of said sensors (i.e., as shown in Fig. 5, the 
routing function of the ND devices are communicated with server NC through the other sensor as 
claimed). 

Regarding claim 7, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein said server (NC), said portable fob 
and said sensors employ bi-directional wireless communication links between said first wireless 
communication port, said second- wireless communication port and said third wireless 
communication port (i.e., as shown in Fig. 5 and further discussed in EXAMPLE 1-4, the 
transceivers of the server NC, the portable communication fob/LR-WPAN device, such as PDA, 
and the sensors can employ up/downstream communication among them); and wherein said 
portable fob (i.e., portable communication device like PDA) and said sensors include a routing 
function in which said portable fob and some of said sensors communicate with said server (NC) 
through other ones of said sensors (i.e., noted the communication link between the ND devices 
and the NC by routing through other one of ND/sensors as shown in Fig. 5). 
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Regarding claim 8, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein said server is adapted to 
communicate with one of a telephone line, a cellular telephone, a global communication 
network, a local area network, and a pager as another user interface (i.e., see paragraph 0046+). 

Regarding claim 9, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein said portable fob is adapted to be 
worn by a user (i.e., as discussed in paragraphs 0044+ that the portable communication device 
can be conventional PDA device which are wearable by the user). 

Regarding claim 10, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein said portable fob is adapted to be 
carried by a user (i.e., as discussed in paragraphs 0044+ that the portable communication device 
such that the conventional PDA device can be carry by the user). 

Regarding claim 13, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein said portable fob is adapted to 
configure said sensors for communication with said server (i.e., as discussed in paragraphs 0161- 
0163, the portable communication device ND can configure the sensors ND for communication 
with the NC server by using the network application model as shown in Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 14, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein said portable fob is adapted to 
configure said portable fob for communication with said server (i.e., as discussed in paragraphs 
0161-0163, the portable communication device ND can configure the portable PDA device to 
communicate with the NC server by using the network application model as shown in Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 15, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein said server is a headless base 
station (i.e., noted the NC device as shown in Fig. 8 is consider as "headless base station", since 
the NC device does not show either user input device or any display). 


Application/Control Number: 1 0/686, 1 87 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2618 

Regarding claim 16, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein said server is a network 
coordinator for said sensors and said portable fob (i.e., see paragraphs 0046+). 

Regarding claim 17, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein said server, said portable fob and 
said sensors form an IEEE 802.1 1 wireless local area network (i.e., see paragraphs 0043+). 

Regarding claim 18, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein said server, said portable fob and 
said sensors form an IEEE 802.15.4 wireless personal area network (i.e., see paragraphs 0043+). 

Regarding claim 19, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein said server further includes a 
processor, which detects a state change of one of said sensors (i.e., as shown in Fig. 8 and further 
discussed EXAMPLE 1-4 as recited in paragraphs 0165-0168, the processor 86 can detect a state 
change of the sensor, when used in the monitoring application), and which sends said state 
change from the first wireless communication port to the second wireless communication port of 
said portable fob (i.e., as discussed in Examples 1-4 as recited paragraphs 0165-0168, LR- 
WPAN device, such as PDA device, is capable of displaying the sensed information send form 
the NC device respectively for the purpose of monitoring or sensing). 

Regarding claim 20, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein said portable fob further includes a 
processor, which receives said state change from the second wireless communication port and 
which responsively drives said display (i.e., as shown in Fig. 7 and discussed in Examples 1-4 as 
recited paragraphs 0165-0168, LR-WPAN device, such as PDA device, contains a processor 86 
for displaying the sensed information received form the NC device respectively for the purpose 
of monitoring or sensing). 
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Regarding claim 24, Gutierrez '855 discloses wherein said sensors periodically send said 
sensed information to the first wireless communication port of said server (i.e., as discussed in 
paragraphs 0096, the portable device ND and the sensor ND are periodically broadcasting 
information to the NC device); and wherein said portable fob periodically requests and receives 
said sensed information for said sensors between the first and second wireless communication 
ports (i.e., as discussed in Examples 1-4 as recited paragraphs 0096+ and 0165-0168, LR-WPAN 
device, such as PDA device, is capable of periodically request and receive the sensed data from 
the server NC the purpose of monitoring or sensing). 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
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invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (£) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art only under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) might be overcome by: (1) a showing under 37 
CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not an invention "by another"; (2) a showing of a date of 
invention for the claimed subject matter of the application which corresponds to subject matter 
disclosed but not claimed in the reference, prior to the effective U.S. filing date of the reference 
under 37 CFR 1.131; or (3) an oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.130 stating that the 
application and reference are currently owned by the same party and that the inventor named in 
the application is the prior inventor under 35 U.S.C. 104, together with a terminal disclaimer in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.321(c). This rejection might also be overcome by showing that the 
reference is disqualified under 35 U.S.C. 103(c) as prior art in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a). See MPEP § 706.02(1)(1) and § 706.02(1)(2). 

8. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Gutierrez '855 
in view of Metcalf (U.S. 2002/0023265 Al). 

Regarding claim 3, Gutierrez '855 discloses the use of portable communication device 
such as "PDA" which includes the display capable of displaying a plurality of graphical objects 
and also include the user input device. Furthermore, it's noted that Gutierrez '855 does not 
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explicitly show the use of "a single rotary switch to select one of the graphical objects of the 
display." as recited in present claimed invention. 

However, the above-mention claimed invention is known in the art as evidenced by 
Metcalf '265. In particular, Metcalf '265 teaches that it is conventional and known in the art to 
use rotary switch to select one of the graphical objects of the display on the PDA device as 
shown in Fig. 1 (also see paragraphs 0014+ and 001 8+). 

In view of the above, having the system of Gutierrez '855 and then given the well- 
established teaching of Metcalf '265, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of Gutierrez '855 as taught by 
Metcalf '265 so that interactivity of the wireless handheld devices is enhanced by providing easy 
to use rotatable dial input as taught by Metcalf '265. 

Regarding claim 4, the combination of Gutierrez '855 and Metcalf '265 discloses 
wherein said rotary switch is adapted to be pushed to select said one of the graphical objects (i.e., 
see paragraphs 0014+ and 0017+ of Metcalf '265). 

9. Claims 5, 1 1-12, 21-22 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over 
Gutierrez '855 in view of Wimsatt (US 2004/0260407 Al). 

Regarding claim 5, although it is obvious and conventionally known to ordinary skilled in 
the art that the display device of the portable PDA of Gutierrez '855 is capable of displaying the 
representations of the some of the sensors and allowing the user of the PDA to select the sensed 
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information corresponding to one of the sensor, Gutierrez '855 does not explicitly show wherein 
the display of said portable fob includes a plurality of representations of at least some of said 
sensors; wherein the user input device of said portable fob selects one of said representations; 
and wherein the display of said portable fob responsively displays said sensed information for a 
corresponding one of said sensors. 

However, as discussed above, Wimsatt '407 further teaches that the above-mentioned 
claimed invention is known in the art at the time of the invention was made. In particular, 
Wimsatt '407 teaches the use of a portable wireless device/Fob (i.e., 107) having display for 
displaying a plurality of a plurality of representations of at least some of said sensors (i.e., Figs. 1 
and 4A-4E); wherein the user input device of said portable wireless device/Fob (107) selects one 
of said representations (i.e., noted the user interface of the display device as shown in Figs. 4A- 
4E for selecting one of the sensor representations); and wherein the display of said portable 
wireless device/Fob (107) responsively displays said sensed information for a corresponding one 
of said sensors (i.e., noted the sensed information shown in Figs. 4A-4E of Wimsatt '407). 

In view of the above, having the system of Gutierrez '855 and then given the well- 
established teaching of Wimsatt '407, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of Gutierrez '855 as taught by 
Wimsatt '407, since Wimsatt '407 state in paragraphs 0008-0012 that such a modification would, 
provide flexible and extensible to accommodate new device and new functionality. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 12, Gutierrez '855 clearly suggested in the Examples 1-8 (i.e., 
see paragraphs 0165-0174) that the portable wireless device (i.e., ND) can be used in the 
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consumer and home automation market and Metcalf '265 further teaches home automation 
system using a portable wireless device (i.e., 107), in view of this, it is considered obvious within 
the level of ordinary skilled in the art at the time of the invention was made to either place or 
attach the portable wireless device on a household object for the purpose of implementing a user 
interface for home automation systems suggested by both Gutierrez '855 and Wimsatt '407. 

Regarding claim*21, it is noted that Gutierrez '855 does not explicitly show that the 
portable fob further includes an alert device; and wherein the processor of said portable fob 
responsively drives said alert device in response to said state change as recited in present claimed 
invention. 

However, the above-mention claimed invention is known in the art as evidenced by 
Wimsatt '407. In particular, Wimsatt '407 teaches the use of an alert device in the portable 
wireless device (i.e., see Figs. 2 and 4A-4E of Wimsatt '407; see paragraphs 0050 and 0053) so 
that the processor (201) of the portable wireless device (107) is responsively derived the alert 
device (i.e., see paragraphs 0053) in response to the state change (i.e., convey information about 
events such as security alarm trigger) as required by present claimed invention. 

In view of the above, having the system of Gutierrez '855 and then given the well- 
established teaching of Wimsatt '407, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of Gutierrez '855 as taught by 
Wimsatt '407, since Wimsatt '407 state in paragraphs 0008-0012 that such a modification would 
provide both flexible, but easy to learn and operate user interfaces. 
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Regarding claim 22, the combination of Gutierrez '855 and Wimsatt '407 discloses 
wherein said alert device is one of an audible device, a visual device and a vibratory device (i.e., 
see the teaching of Wimsatt '407 as discussed in paragraphs 0053). 

Regarding claim 25, it is noted that claim 25 is substantially corresponding to the claim 5 
as discussed above and further reciting "graphical objects of the sensed information of the 
sensors" and such features are well-know in the art as evidenced by Wimsatt '407, thus, claim 25 
is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above for claim 5 (i.e., see claim 5 rejection above). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claim 23 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US007089298B2 US006792323B2 US006757521B1 US 20040235468A1 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aung S. Moe whose telephone number is 571-272-7314. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Flex. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward F. Urban can be reached on 571-272-7899. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



A. Moe 

October 28, 2006 


